FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
The Palatka Yacht Club dedicates a new trophy in anticipation of the 54th annual Mug Race.

Palatka, Florida – May 1, 2007 – Mug Race Trophy
The Palatka Yacht Club has established a trophy for the best finish for any PYC boat in the 2007 and future Mug Races.  

In 1954, four Palatka sailors (Gene O’Connor, Colin Mackenzie, Fount Rion and Sam Simmons) raced in the June St. Johns Regatta in Jacksonville.  
The first race started with several Palatka and Jacksonville boats off the Rudder Club in Orange Park.  The rules were simple; the first boat to finish, no handicap, just boat for boat, was to receive and hold for one year a fancy German beer mug, hence the name “Mug Race.”  Special rules allowed one crew member to go overboard and swim or walk in shallow water towing the boat or to paddle, and any amount of sail could be set.  As Gene O’Connor recalls; “It was a kind of ‘free for all’.”

The trophy commemorates Gene O’Connor, past commodore of the Palatka Yacht Club’s part in starting the first Mug Race.

The Palatka Yacht Club, founded in 1976, is a club for boating enthusiasts that provides members a variety of functions and outings from its unique clubhouse located at Browns Landing.
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