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Palatka Yacht Club Returns to Haw Creek
San Mateo, FL—In 1997, Palatka Yacht Club members canoed Haw Creek, in Flagler County. The creek ultimately flows into the southeast corner of Crescent Lake. Club members wanted to canoe the creek again. So, on Saturday morning, September 12, 10 members met at Cowart’s Meat Market in San Mateo—the caravan starting point for the trip. Participating in this rendezvous were Gene and Jeanine O’Connor, Connie and Helene Foltis, Bob and Sue Trail, Gene Roberds, Betty Poteet, and Linda and David Girardin. The chair of this event, David Girardin, advised everyone that there was a healthy chance of rain forecast for the day, however, everyone still wanted to go since all had gotten wet once before in their lives and had not died. 
At Russell Landing on Haw Creek, everyone helped each other unload canoes, kayaks, and the one Jon boat. Vice commodore Bob Trail could not paddle a canoe or kayak due to an injury, so he opted to make the trip in a small Jon boat with a trolling motor on the back of the boat. He joked that “it was great to get outside for some exercise.” Gene Roberds borrowed one of the Trail’s kayaks, while Sue Trail paddled the other one. The rest of the group was split up amongst three canoes. 
The plan was to launch at 9:00 AM, canoe upstream for about 2 hours then turn around and drift back to the landing and arrive about 12:30 for a picnic lunch in the pavilion located at the landing. Girardin remarked “well, we got off to a slightly late start, however, we did paddle up to the bridge at SR 305 in less than the allotted 2 hours, where we turned around and headed back to the landing.” 
“The scenery along the creek was great. I especially noticed so much of plant life because I was paddling slower than I usually do when I’m paddling on the St. Johns River” remarked Sue Trail. The water levels were high the creek due to all of the recent rains.  The winds were still—creating lots of interesting reflections on the water. 
According to Girardin, “once again, everyone pitched in to lift canoes, kayaks, and the Jon boat up onto and into vehicles and trailers. Once the work was finished, we gathered up under the pavilion for our picnic lunch. We laughed and told stories while we ate. Soon everyone was full and happy. We talked a little longer, then loaded up for the trip back to Palatka. A good time was had by all.”
The Palatka Yacht Club likes to conduct boating activities of all kinds, including canoe trips, overnight trips, and day trips to various locations in the area. To attend any of the club’s boating events, call Commodore Gail Hart (817-201-4353), David Girardin (386-937-1566), or the club directly at 888-851-1811. For additional information, visit the club’s website at www.palatkayachtclub.org.
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Photograph Captions

Club Members (by David Girardin)
Palatka Yacht Club members enjoyed exploring Haw Creek, a tributary to Crescent Lake, in a variety of small water craft.

Foltis of Trail (by Connie Foltis)

Vice Commodore Bob Trail enjoys his journey on Haw Creek via Jon boat, while keeping an eye on Palatka Yacht Club canoers and kayakers.

Haw Creek (by David Girardin)

Weather conditions were lovely and perfect in September on Haw Creek where the members of the Palatka Yacht Club enjoyed a Saturday outing.

Haw Creek Participants 2 (by David Girardin)

Palatka Yacht Club members, from left to right, David Girardin, Betty Poteet, Bob Trail, Helene and Connie Foltis, Gene Roberds, Sue Trail, Linda Girardin, and Jeanine and Gene O’Connor pose along Haw Creek to document their return trip to the creek after a 12-year hiatus.
