News Release 
Contact: Linda Girardin, 386-329-6566

Palatka Yacht Club Starts Boating Season Early
East Palatka, FL—Palatka Yacht Club started its 2010 boating season on Saturday, February 27, 2010, with an outing to Corky Bells restaurant at Gator Landing. 
Knowing that the weather in February could be unfriendly to boating, the boating activity coordinator, David Girardin, scheduled the event to be at a local restaurant along the St. Johns River, within a short distance from the main boat ramp in Palatka. The weather had looked hopeful for a day of safe and nice boating; however, it changed overnight from clear skies to rainy weather. As a result, only one boat (over 30 feet in length) braved the weather. Five other boats planned on attending; however, they were mostly open-air type boats (e.g., center consoles, open fishermen) with captains and passengers often exposed to the elements. These captains chose not to leave their home ports in the rain. They could have made the trip due to the lack of wind, however, everyone on the boats would have been cold and probably wet. It is up to the captain of each vessel to determine whether conditions are proper for safe operation of the vessel and for passengers to have fun.
All in all, 33 people participated in this event, including five potential new members. “Everyone had fun in spite of the weather” remarked Girardin as the group looked at the trees budding out on the other side of the river. 
This outing demonstrated the objectives of the Palatka Yacht Club that are “to promote good fellowship and cooperation among its members, the sport of yachting, safety afloat, and techniques of good seamanship.”

Other boating events planned during 2010 are

· Lunch at Café Bleu in Welaka on March 13
· Overnight moorings at Sliver Glen Springs and Hontoon Island State Park, April 15-18

· Raft up at the sandbar upstream (south) of Dunns Creek, May 22-23

· Raft up at Seven Sisters Islands, June 26-27

· Cruise to St. Marys, Georgia, and Cumberland Island, July 30 to August 1
· Lunch at Welaka Lodge and Marina, August 28
· Outing to Bear Island and Crescent Lake, September 18-19

· Cruise to Green Cove Springs Marina, October 23-24

· Raft up at Murphys Creek, November 20-21

Anyone interested in joining club members on one of these outings, should contact Girardin at 386-937-1566. Dates are subject to change to due weather and conflicts.
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Drackett Feb
New Palatka Yacht Club members, Rhoda Masters (from left) and Bruce Drackett braved the drizzle and cold temperatures to boat from their home in Federal Point to Corky Bells restaurant as part of the beginning of the 2010 boating season for the club. Joining them were friends from Clay County John and Laura.
Corky Bells
Palatka Yacht Club members enjoy lunch at Corky Bells restaurant in East Palatka.
