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Yacht Club Announces New Officers and Membership Drive

Palatka, FL—Founded 33 years ago, the Palatka Yacht Club has its annual change of command ceremonies in January of each year. This year, Gail Hart was installed as Commodore, Bob Trail as Vice Commodore, Karen Blankenship as Secretary, Steve Huntley as Treasurer, and Clark Hoyle as director. Keith Cheshire became Past Commodore and Connie Foltis will complete his 2-year term as a director. These people comprise the Board of Directors.

Members voted to reduce the initiation fees for new members as a result of a slow economy and to permit monthly installments of annual dues. The club several years ago reorganized its membership structure to permit different classes of membership based on age: senior member (at least 35 years old), intermediate member (between ages of 21 and 34), junior member (between ages of 12 and 20), nonresident member (permanent residence outside Putnam County), and business membership. All fees and dues are calculated as a percentage of the amount set by the Board for a senior member.
“We hope that the reduced initiation fees and various membership categories will attract boating enthusiasts to join us for functions at our floating clubhouse at Browns Landing,” Hart announced.
According to Cheshire, “We have monthly evening gatherings, periodic weekend cookouts, and a boating schedule that should entice prospective members to find out more about our club.”

The monthly evening gatherings are scheduled for the 4th Thursday of every month (except November and December) at the clubhouse, which looks like a river boat. Social hour starts at 6 pm with dinner being served at 7 pm. 

This year David Girardin, chair of the boating committee, has announced the following schedule: 
· Feb. 22, flotilla to Welaka’s Café Blue with a poker run back to the clubhouse
· March 6-8, Flotilla to Hontoon Island State Park
· May 16-17, Raft up at Silver Glen Springs

· July 10-12, Annual trip to St. Marys, Georgia, and Cumberland Island National Seashore

· August 9, BBQ at the “redneck riviera” sandbar upstream of the clubhouse

· September 13, Canoe Haw Creek, Flagler County

· October 2-4, Dead Lake off Crescent Lake and 3 Bananas

· November 7-8, Flotilla to Outback Crab Shack on Sixmile Creek and overnight at Green Cove Springs city pier

To attend any function, please make contact with Gail Hart (817-201-4353) or David Girardin (386-937-1566). For additional information, visit the club’s website at www.palatkayachtclub.org.
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Photograph Captions
2009 PYC Board: The 2009 board of directors for the Palatka Yacht Club. From left to right, past commodore Keith Cheshire, treasurer Steve Huntley, commodore Gail Hart, secretary Karen Blankenship, vice commodore Bob Trail, and directors Connie Foltis and Clark Hoyle

PYC Floating Clubhouse: Palatka Yacht Club’s home on the St. Johns River aboard its floating clubhouse located at Brown’s Landing
2008 St Marys PYC:  Members of the Palatka Yacht Club, from left to right, Ray Bunton, Andrea Gillean, Clay Gillean, Lana Bunton, Heather Gillean, Gene O’Connor, Jeannine O’Connor, Harry Gillean, Linda Girardin, and David Girardin prepare for a boating excursion to Cumberland Island National Seashore from Lang’s Marina, St. Marys, Georgia. 
