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Palatka Yacht Club Completes 10th Annual Boating Trip to St. Marys, GA
Palatka, FL—Twelve members and six guests of the Palatka Yacht Club attended a 3-day boating trip to St. Marys, Georgia. According to past commodore David Girardin and organizer of this year’s event “As a club, we have been boating to the St. Marys area for over 10 years. During that time, we have only been able to circumnavigate Cumberland Island about four times. Regardless, we always have a good time exploring the area.” 
Attending the event were the Girardins (David, Linda, Jerry, and Sherlene), in “Gator Bait;” the Hoyles (Clark and Gemma) with commodore Gail Hart aboard “Triple Play;” Bruce Drackett, Rhonda Masters, Clay and Heather Gillean, and the club’s treasurer, Steve Huntley aboard “FantaSea.” Joining the boaters by land were Harry and Andrea Gillean with “Small Boat” in tow and Bob and Irene Waldow with guests Mike and Peggy McCrosky and “Sea Dawgs” in tow.
The day dawned beautiful in East Palatka on July 10, 2009. Conditions couldn’t be better for the club’s annual trip by boat north on the St. Johns River and the Intracoastal Waterway to St. Marys, Georgia. The river and Intracoastal were flat calm, without a breath of air. “When we arrived at the St. Marys Inlet (Fernandina Inlet), the weather had changed dramatically. Cumberland Sound was rough and the winds blew out of the northeast. A major storm cell had just passed by and was dumping rain on St. Marys as we entered the St. Marys River” commented commodore Gail Hart. Once the three boats arrived at Lang’s Marina, “we only had a minor shower that cooled us off” she added. Some of the boaters stayed aboard their boats while others checked in to the Riverview Hotel, the central location of land-based activities.

On Saturday, the winds were not favorable for circumnavigating Cumberland Island as they blew out of the northeast at over 15 miles per hour. The island basically has a north-south orientation, therefore, boating in the ocean would have been very rough. This wind direction is very unusual for the summer time. “In spite of this set back, we managed to have a memorable, boating adventure along the Intracoastal Waterway and the western side of Cumberland Island” commented Clark Hoyle, past commodore and current director on the club’s board. 

“The people of St. Marys are fantastic, friendly, and helpful” remarked member Bob Waldow—two of the boats (one of which was his) had had some mechanical trouble. Residents of the area either assisted with repairs or suggested establishments where work could be performed. “It was so nice to have local knowledge for boating related issues” added David Girardin. The hotel provided delicious and large “box” lunches for those requesting them. The club has been going to St. Marys on and off since before 1997; and the reason why, is the friendliness of the residents and the economics of boating to Georgia.
The return trip to ports of embarkation was uneventful. Some boats traveled through small rain showers and others were able to avoid the rain. A great time was had by all participants.

To attend any other boating gatherings, please make contact with Gail Hart (817-201-4353) or David Girardin (386-937-1566). For additional information, visit the club’s website at www.palatkayachtclub.org.
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Photograph Captions

Triple Play
Palatka Yacht Club’s commodore Gail Hart (left) joins the Hoyles—Gemma and Clark—aboard “Triple Play” from Satsuma.

Gator Bait

Traveling from Lakeland, Florida, to attend the Palatka Yacht Club’s annual trip to St. Marys, Georgia, are Jerry and Sherlene Girardin (front row) aboard “Gator Bait” owned by youngest brother David Girardin and his wife Linda.

FantaSea

Steve Huntley, Palatka Yacht Club member, joins Palatka Yacht Club guests Heather and Clay Gillean (front row) and boat owners Bruce Drackett and Rhonda Masters aboard “FantaSea” prior to departing for a day’s memorable boating activities along the Intracoastal Waterway near Kings Bay, Georgia.
Small Boat

Palatka Yacht Club members Andrea and Harry Gillean depart from St. Marys, Georgia, aboard “Small Boat” for a day of exploring the waterways on the western side of Cumberland Island on the north side of the inlet separating Georgia and Florida.

Sea Dawgs

Irene and Bob Waldow (far left and far right), of Keystone Heights and Palatka Yacht Club members, invited guests Mike and Peggy McCrosky, who live aboard their vessel at Crystal Cove Marina, to join them aboard “Sea Dawgs” for a boating adventure near Cumberland Island, Georgia.
