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Palatka Yacht Club Reports on Recent Rendezvous
Palatka, FL—Members of the Palatka Yacht Club completed a 3-day round trip outing to Hontoon Island State Park, west of De Land, Florida, that started on a Friday in March. “Those who did not attend the event missed a beautiful boating event; we hope that they try to attend future boating events” remarked commodore Gail Hart, who, along with her friend Bonnie Moran, had left Acosta Creek Marina early in the morning on “Harts Desire.” The Girardins (David and Linda), in “Gator Bait,” started their trip at the Elgin Grove boat ramp, the farthest north departing vessel. The O’Connors (Gene and Jeanine) had invited the Cheshires (Keith and La Verne) to their river front home of the in East Palatka to join them on board “Scraps,” which had a panga skiff in tow. The Gilleans (Harry and Andrea) trailered their boat, “High Times” to Browns Landing boat ramp and launched just downstream from the Palatka Yacht Club facility. The Hoyles (Clark and Gemma) left their dock in Satsuma on board “Triple Play” as fellow club members motored by. 
The swamps along the river were busting out in new foliage. Ospreys chased eagles. Ospreys chased each other. Eagles soared high in the sky. Alligators sunned on the banks or cruised the water. Turkeys grazed on the shore of the river or on lawns at private residences. At the State Road 44 bridge west of De Land, the flotilla started seeing manatees along the riverbank.
Lake George was “flat like a mirror,” the only ripples on the water were from boat wakes. The lake is notorious for being rough in crossing due to its relatively shallow depths compared to its length and width. So, all were thankful for such a beautiful crossing.
Although everyone started the trip at different times, we all arrived within an hour—at about 3 pm. The Girardins had traveled the greatest distance—about 71 statute miles. 
The trip down was so beautiful and relaxing that no one wanted to cook an evening meal. So, everyone piled into three of the smaller boats, four people to a boat, and motored back downstream to “Shady Oaks” restaurant at the State Road 44 bridge. Steve Huntley drove down from his home on Federal Point to join us for dinner. The ride back on the river after dark was beautiful. We almost did not need the use of spot lights to navigate as the moon was bright for the trip.

Although the afternoon was warm, the night chilled down such that no one needed air conditioning, rather warm blankets. The marina is in the middle of a no wake zone, so we did not have lots of wake to rock the boats interfering with our sleep. Only the bright moon would make us think that someone had left a light on. 
Saturday morning we finally “broke anchor” and motored further upstream to Blue Springs State Park. Along the board walk, we spied manatee, gar, tarpon, and snook. Most of the manatees had already left the spring run and were out in the river. However, we had a beautiful hike to the spring boil, where some adventurous souls were swimming in the cool spring run.
The weather was approaching summertime weather. Not a cloud in the sky, warm temperatures, bordering on being hot. The only dead giveaway that it was not summer, was the 65 degree river temperature. 

On Sunday morning, the last of the boats left the dock at the marina around 10 am for the journey back north.
Lake George had small ripples on it, so the passing across the lake was as beautiful and easy as before. 
The ride to our homes was actually quicker than going to the island because we had the current at our sterns most of the time.

A great time was had by all.
To attend any other boating gatherings, please make contact with Gail Hart (817-201-4353) or David Girardin (386-937-1566). For additional information, visit the club’s website at www.palatkayachtclub.org.

