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Palatka Yacht Club Finishes Out Boating Season in a Flurry
Palatka, FL—Members of the Palatka Yacht Club ended their 2010 boating season in a flurry of activity while good boating weather abounded.
“Several club members came by boat to the clubhouse for a pig roast and election of officers for 2011” remarked commodore Gail Hart. She added “we elected Harry Gillean as commodore, Larry McAfee as vice commodore, Karen Blankenship as secretary, Steve Huntley as treasurer, and Doug Mann as a new director. Also, serving on the board will be Connie Foltis as returning director. I will return as past commodore.” The change of flag ceremony will occur on January 15.
Club members were interested in participating in both the city of Palatka Christmas parade and the lighted boat parade. So, a group decided to create a model of our floating clubhouse for entry in the land parade. According to Bruce Drackett, “we had a lot of fun making the model. We hope to use it in other parades or for other activities, so it was designed to be taken apart and stored for later use.”

The last boating activity, scheduled for Saturday, November 20, actually started with a tie up at the club’s floating dock on Friday night. “We had pleasant dinner under the stars and with an almost full moon” commented David Girardin, adding “the night was calm and cool—cold to some—with no boats on the water to rock the hulls as we slept.” 

Although the morning dawned chilly with all of us bundled up, it quickly became a “strip and peel kind of day” commented Rhonda Masters, “where by midmorning we were in shorts and sandals.” 

After a picnic lunch on the docks, we headed out in the three smaller boats (we had five total) for Murphy Creek.  The swamps were at the peak of Florida colors—the maples were a mixture of red and yellow, and the cypress were cinnamon in color. The purple asters were plentiful along the shore. We saw alligators from 12 inches in length to 10 feet, sunning themselves in the warm air. Turtles also took advantage of the beautiful day to get warm.

After our trip through the creek, we headed to the Seven Sisters area, admiring houses along the shore and the beauty of the swamps. We came out to the main channel through Trout Creek, which was a narrower water body than Murphy Creek and just as beautiful. 

According to Harry Gillean, “on the way back towards the clubhouse, we stopped for a short while at Murphy Island so that some of us could walk a bit in the woods. The day was too beautiful to tie up back at the clubhouse, so we ended up the day with a short ride around Rat Island.” Various club members came and went through the evening, and the same five boats spent the night at the club’s dock.
On Sunday morning, the group parted ways fairly early because we still had work to do on the club’s float for the Christmas parade.

The objectives of the Palatka Yacht Club are to promote good fellowship and cooperation among its members, the sport of yachting, safety afloat, and techniques of good seamanship. Visit us at palatkayachtcub.org, send us an email to palatkayachtclub@yahoo.com, or call 888-851-1811.
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Photo Captions
Sunday PM 3: David Girardin touches up the paint job on the developing model of the Palatka Yacht Club’s float for the annual Christmas parade in Palatka.

Saturday Breakfast 2: Palatka Yacht Club members Andrea and Harry Gillean, Rhonda Masters, David Girardin, and Bruce Drackett (from left to right) enjoy breakfast on a chilly morning at their club house in November.
Sunday AM: Members of Palatka Yacht Club tied their boats to the club’s floating dock on a beautiful weekend in November. The club house is located near Browns Landing boat ramp along the St. Johns River.
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