
  

Save  the  Date!  

PALATKA  YACHT  CLUB  
  WHISPERS  OVER  THE  WATER  

COMMODORE’S  CORNER  
Ahoy  Members!!    Thank  you  all  for  your  support  last  year  while  

I  was  “learning  the  ropes.”  Now,  as  your  returning  Commodore,  I  
have   plans   that   I’m   hoping   greatly   improves   your   member  
experience.      For   starters,   I’ll   attempt   to   keep   club   members  
updated   on   PYC’s   news   and   events   by   re-­‐‑launching   our  
newsletter,    “Whispers  Over  The  Water.”    

Bruce Drackett  

Feb  Rendezvous  
02-­‐‑09-­‐‑13  

St.  Patty’s  Parade  
03-­‐‑17-­‐‑13  
Volunteers  needed  
to  decorate  the  
float.    See  Harry  
Gillean  

60th  Mug  Race  
05-­‐‑03-­‐‑13  
Community  Party  
at  the  Riverfront.    
See  David  and  
Linda  Girardin    

J A N U A R Y    2 0 1 3   

Sunshine  Corner  
We   all   were   pleased   to   see   that  
Larry  Hayes  was   able   to   join   us  
at   the   January   rendezvous.      You  
all  may  know  that  he  had  a  brief  
stay   at   Putnam   Community  
Medical   Center   in   December.    
Larry  needed  a  few  days  of  close  
monitoring   to   adjust   his   blood  
pressure  medication.    

Thank   you   to   everyone   who  
visited   or   called   Larry   while   he  
was  hospitalized.  

To  place  a  message  in  the  Sunshine  
Corner  contact  Rhonda  Masters  at  

386.936.1659  or  
rhondamasters50@gmail.com  

Crystal  Cove  Raft-­‐‑
up.    Event  Leaders  
Bruce  and  Rhonda  
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60th  Annual  Mug  Race  
May   3-­‐‑4   ~   The   60th   Annual   Mug   Race   hosted   by   the  
Rudder  Club  of  Jacksonville.    PYC  will  once  again  be  a  
host   of   this   historic   sailboat   race   on   the   St.   Johns.    
Volunteers   are   needed   to  work  with  Hospitality   Tent  
where   we   sell   beer,   wine,   soda   and   ice.      Also  
Chase/Safety  Boat  volunteers  are  needed  the  day  of  the  
race.    Please  contact  David  or  Linda  Girardin  by  email  
dlbg75@yahoo.com  or  386.328.1774.     For  more   info  go  
to:  http://www.rudderclub.com/mug.html    

December  Work  Day  
  In   December,   Harry   and   Andrea   Gillean   lead   the   work   team   in  

prepping  and  painting   the   topside  deck  with  skid  resistant  paint.    
It   was   a   two-­‐‑day   event   resulting   in   a   refreshed   deck   now   less  
“slippery”  when  wet!     This  improvement  was  made  possible  thru  
the   hard  work   of   Harry   Gillean,   Andrea   Gillean,   Steve  Huntley,  
Clark   Hoyle,   Bruce   Drackett,   Rhonda  Masters,   Jacob   and   Joshua  
Penrod  (sons  of   the  Eubanks),  Dan  Askew,  and  Margaret  Tinney.    
Thank  you  all!  

SPOTLIGHT:  New  Members  
   Dan  Askew  and  Margaret  Tinney  were  sponsored  by  Traci  and  
Ed  Reed   and   joined   in  November   2012.      They   participated   in  
many   events   prior   to   joining  which   included   our   spectacular  
trip   to   Cedar   Key.      They   spend   time   on   the   water   aboard  
“Rocket-­‐‑Ship,”  a  22’  Starcraft  Super  Sport.    If  you  are  interested  
in  knowing  more  about  this  spectacular  craft,   track  Dan  down  
at  the  next  dinner  or  event  and  hear  the  fascinating  story  of  the  
construction  of  this  unique  vessel.  
  

Dan   teaches   at   St.   Johns   River   State   College.      Both   Dan   and  
Margaret   are   talented   artists.      They   currently   live   in   the  
Grandview  area  of  East  Palatka.  

PYC  Website  and  Facebook  Pages  
   We  are  experiencing  technical  difficulties  with  our  website,  
which  should  be  resolved  soon.    Also  check  out  our  Facebook  

Page  at:  www.facebook.com/PalatkaYachtClub  
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2012  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  
mix  of  music  ranging  from  county  to  classic  rock,  
we  just  couldn’t  keep  off  of  the  dance  floor!    Even  
Hans  Heine   danced   the   night   away  with   friends  
Dorothy  McAfee  and  Betty  Poteet.      

The  night  ended  all  too  soon  for  many  of  us  who  
could   have   dance   until   dawn!      Bruce   wants   to  
thank  everyone  who  
assisted   with   the  
party   planning,  
coordination   and  
clean   up.      And   for  
those   of   you   who  
weren’t   able   to   be  
there…   We   really  
missed  you!  

Commodore’s  Brunch  
Sunday  Brunch  on  the  River  

Bruce   Drackett   hosted   his  
first   Commodore’s   Brunch  
on   the   River.      It   was   a  
beautiful   Sunday   sunrise  
over   the   calm  waters   of   the  
St.   Johns.      Three   groups  
stayed   the  weekend  docked  
at   the   clubhouse.      Drackett,  
Masters  and  all  the  Gilleans’  

enjoyed   their   weekend   on   the  
water.      Christmas   partygoers  
from   the   previous   night  
returned   for   the   brunch,   which  
featured   Mimosas   and  
Poinsettias!      
Make   plans   to   attend   the  
Commodore’s   Brunch   on   the  
River  in  December  2013.  

The  Club  Was  Rocking…  
the   evening   of   December   8th   when   we   held   our  
annual  Christmas  party!      

Dorothy   McAfee   chaired   the   decorating  
committee  and  along  with  Gemma  Rastatter,  Gail  
Hart   and   Rhonda   Masters,   they   beautifully  
decorated   the   interior   and   exterior   of   the  
clubhouse.      

Ed   and   Traci   Reed   joined   Rhonda   Masters   and  
Bruce   Drackett   in   cooking   a   delicious   prime   rib  
dinner   with   all   the   trimmings.      Clay   Gillean  
played   chef   and   carved   the   prime   rib   for   the  
members  and  their  guests.  

The  Girardins   arranged   for   the   return   of  Wayne  
Corbin   and   the   Cadillac   Style   Band.     With   their  
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PYC  Upcoming  Events    
January  2013  
January  19    9am  Work  Party  

     2  pm  Board  of  Directors  Meeting    

     3  pm  Cocktails:    Door  Committee  ~  Girardins  

     4  pm  Dinner:  $10  per  person  ~  Rhonda  Masters  

Additional  Events:  Installation  of  Officers  and  Welcoming  New  Members  

February  2013  
February  9-­‐‑10  Rendezvous  at  Crystal  Cove  ~  Drackett/Masters  

February  14-­‐‑17  Miami  Boat  Show  

February  16    9am  Work  Day  

                     2pm  Board  of  Directors  Meeting  

                     3pm  Cocktails:  Door  Committee  ~  Duponts  

                     4pm  Dinner:  $12  per  person  –  Lana  Bunton      

  

March  2013  
March  2-­‐‑3    Azalea  Festival  

March  9          Rendezvous  at  Café  Bleuu  ~  Skip  and  Irene  Rogers  

March  16      9am  Work  Day  

             3pm  Board  of  Directors  Meeting  

             4pm  Cocktails:    Door  Committee  ~  Askew/Tinney  

             5pm  Dinner:  $12  per  person  ~  Harry  Gillean  

March  17      5:30pm  Palatka  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Parade  

Classifieds:  
2000   Pro-­‐‑sport   23-­‐‑foot   cuddy   cabin   boat   on   magic-­‐‑tilt  
aluminum   double   axle   trailer   with   breaks;   has   live   bait   well,  
large  cabin,  Suzuki  200  hsp  2-­‐‑stroke  engine,  radio,  and  antenna;  
needs  seats  and  propeller    

Contact  Ernie  Ricard  at  386.328.0720    
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Invasion  of  Mandarin!  
By  Clay  and  Heather  Gillean  

the   huge   aquarium   home   to   a   5ft   American  
Alligator.  

          Event   coordinators,  Heather   and   Clay  Gillean  
launched  “Reel  Offroader”   from   the  private  boat  
ramp  on  Oldfield  Creek  arrived  in  advance  of  the  
group.      Lana   Bunton   arrived   in   “Rain   Maker”  
loaded   down   with   family!      It   was   reported   that  
this  group   tried   the   fried  Kangaroo  and   found   it  
tasty!      David   and   Linda   Girardin   arrived   in  
“Gator   Bait,”   bringing   with   them   Gene   and  
Jeannine   O’Connor.      Harry   and   Andrea   Gillean  
made   their   way   to   Mandarin   in   “High   Times.”    
Last   to   arrive   by   boat   were   Dan   Askew   and  
Margaret  Tinney  aboard  “Rocket-­‐‑Ship.”  

          Also   attending   were   Clark   Hoyle,   Gemma  
Rastatter,   Bruce   Drackett,   Rhonda   Masters,  
Dorothy   McAfee,   Betty   Poteet,   Gail   Hart,   Larry  
Hayes,   Ernie   and   Brenda   Ricard,   and   Skip   and  
Irene  Rogers.  

          Guest   included:   Mark   Hayes,   Joe   and   Edith  
Aldrich,  most  of  Lana’s  family!  

          Everyone   enjoyed   the   great  weather,   fabulous  
food  and  the  fellowship.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

          The   Invasion   of   Mandarin   (or   otherwise  
known   as   the   January   Rendezvous)   was   a   great  
success!      On   January   12th,   five   boats   used   the  
cover  of  fog  to  hide  their  approach  to  Clark’s  Fish  
Camp   in   Mandarin,   Florida.      Other   members  
arrived   in   their   land  yachts   to   take  control  of   the  
parking  lot.    We  then  converged  on  the  restaurant  
from   all   sides.      It   must   have   worked,   as   the  
management   surrendered   and   gave   us   a   private  
dining   room   with   Rhonda   Corley,   one   of   their  
best   servers,   who   did   a   great   job   keeping   us  
hydrated  and  well  fed.  

          Originally  a  bait  and  tackle  shop  at  the  foot  of  
Hood   Landing   Road,   Clark’s   Fish   Camp   has  
expanded  their  seafood  restaurant  to  include  wild  
game   and   has   become   a   large,   unique,   casual  
dining   experience   with   one   of   the   largest   menu  
selections   around.      They’ve   maintained   a   fish  
camp   atmosphere   with   simple,   rustic  
surroundings.   The   restaurant   houses   a   tribute   to  
the  taxidermist'ʹs  artistry  by  displaying  the  largest  
private   taxidermy  collection   in   the  America.     But  
don’t  touch  all  the  animals,  as  some  are  alive  like  



  

  

    

New  Directions  
In  2011,  we  unexpectedly  lost  our  dear  friend  and  fellow  
boater  Connie  Foltis.    A  few  of  Connie’s  major  contributions  
to  PYC  were  as  our  photographer  and  newsletter  editor.    It  
has  taken  some  time  but  we  are  finally  re-­‐‑launching  
“Whispers  Over  The  Water.”    We  hope  you  enjoy  this  issue  
and  those  to  follow.    If  you  have  
ideas  for  an  article,  pictures  of  
events,  or  items  for  sale,  please  
contact  Rhonda  Masters  at  
386.983.1659  or  at  
rhondamasters50@gmail.com.  

PALATKA  YACHT  CLUB  

107 MARINA ROAD ~ POST OFFICE BOX 2004 
PALATKA, FLORIDA 32178-2004 

 
888.851.1811 

 
WWW.PALATKAYACHTCLUB.ORG       

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PALATKAYACHTCLUB 
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